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Something for our readers:

Beyond red looks upon the struggles and difficulties faced by the trans-

gender community in today’s society. Red is always been associated with 

blood, war, power, determination and it is a very emotionally intense col-

or. It also depicts love and passion. 

The magazine covers the life stories of transgenders who faced hardships 

and have overcome it successfully. It also portrays the realities of their 

tragic past. The main motive of this piece is today’s awareness about their 

existence in the society. 

We as a group have worked and put in our efforts to compile all the above 

mentioned aspects in to our magazine.Since thisis a delicate topic to cover 

it was quite difficult, to get in contact with some of them. We had a won-

derful time working with these people, which completely changed our per-

spective about them and helped us consider them as one among us. 

We hope that our readers would feel the same by reading ‘BEYOND RED’

1



CREDITS:
DESIGNING : APEKSHA AND TANISHA

REPORTING : APEKSHA , NAYANTARA ,TANISHA

VOX

VOX POP : SUSAN

PROFILE : SHALINI

FEATURE STORY : SUSAN AND SHALINI

COVER STORY : NAYANTARA AND APEKSHA

FACTS : VISMAYA AND ANUPAMA

INTERVIEW : VISMAYA 

PHOTOGRAPHER : APEKSHA

CREATIVE PAGE : VISMAYA, SHALINI , NAYANTARA, ANUPAMA

EDITORIAL : ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

2



                      I was a girl, unfortunately, the world saw me 
as a boy. Inwardly I wanted to be a girl, but I 
made every effort possible to hide my femini-
ty from the outside world” – Vidhya
Ms. Vidhya is a transwoman actor, assistant 
director, writer and a transrights activist with 
a mellifluous voice. She was named Vidhya 
by her trans society,since she was the only 
one educated among her friends .She holds a 
postgraduate degree in applied linguistics. 

Her Sahithya Academy Award winning book 
“I am Vidhya” is India’s first transgender 
autobiography.  The book outlines her strug-
gles with gender realization and her chaotic 
journey with her family. It was originally 
written in Tamil and translated in seven other 
languages, a Kannada film “Naanu Avanalla 
Avalu”(I am not him , I am her) adapted her 
life story and won a national award  . She is 
also the founder-director of Panmai theatre. 

It hurt 
like 

HELL. 
But I 

didn’t 
WEEP
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She was the first transgender In-
dian to receive the British coun-
cil’s Charles Wallace Award 
2013 (for her work in theatre). 
“Theatre is always my first love, 
when I was 19 years old I decid-
ed to be an actress” she said.She 
used to spend a lot of time in the 
theatre department rather than 
her linguistics department, back 
then she was familiar to all her 
classmates as a boy”.
During her early years she used 
to dress in her sister’s clothes 
and imitate famous heroines. 
She found pleasuredressing 
in skirts and blouses .She had 
a secret crush on her friend 
Ilango. “Ilango was the man 
who made me feel whole as a 
woman.”she expresses. Even 
before her nirvana(sex reassign-
ment surgery) she was anxious 
to prove her feminity,But Vid-
hya’s family did not accept her 
gender because of which she 
lost her home and got isolated. 
After which she began begging 
and saved money for her nirva-
na,following it she felt physi-
cally more like a woman and it 
became easier for her to survive
After her graduation she chal-
lenged herself to find a main-
stream job and afterfacing many 
struggles she found a job in a 
rural bank, it was then that she 
realized she was the first trans-
woman who worked in a main-
stream job .
Ms. Vidhya’s childhood experi-
ence of growing up in a family 
of Dalits is a bitter truth. Her 
mother worked as a government 
worker,cleaning the streets and 
also as a maid in several hous-
es to earn a decent revenue for 
the family .Her father was an 
alcoholic and his income contri-
bution for the family was petite.
Vidhya points out an experience 
of physical harassment she had 
during her early years of beg-

ging in the train  “one of them 
held my arms and intertwined 
them between the stairs of a 
ladder to the upper berth, anoth-
er pulled my hair, a third thug 
whipped me with the buckled 
end of his belt, hitting my face. 
His wild swing found my cheek-
bone and I started bleeding. It 
hurt like hell but I didn’t weep, I 
shouted angrily at them.” 
She quetions “We grow in fam-
ilies amongst parents, siblings 
and relatives the day we realize 
our difference and try to explain 
it we are driven out mercilessly. 
Does anyone have the minimum 
awareness about us?” Vidhya 
chose blogging and writing 
books to increase awareness.
Trans individuals often expe-
rience discrimination when 
attempting to access medical 
services. Vidhya shares her 
experience of surgical proce-
dure she went through “The 
hospital in which my surgery 
took place was very low on 
hygiene, I was not even given 
a proper bed, just a steel cot 
with a newspaper spread on it. 
The surgeon gave me no guar-
antee, no counselling. The only 
pre-operation process was the 
anesthesia through a local in-
jection. They castrate you while 
you are watching and suture in 
the next few minutes, clean you 
with cotton and pack you off to 
recover”. Vidhya demands that 
sex reassignment surgery (SRS)
must be allowed for mental-
ly and psychologically tested 
transgenders. It is difficult to 
find mental health professionals 
that are knowledgeable about 
trans specific issues like gender 
identity and expression.
Trans individuals need under-
standing and support from the 
government, health-care profes-
sionals, general public as well 
as family. Every human has the 

right to desire and to live up to 
it, the same holds true even for 
transgender .Every life in this 
universe is created with a pur-
pose ,just as every drop of rain 
comes down with the purpose 
– to fall on its blade of grass.Let 
us understand that all are a part 
of God’s creation.
These are the  final words of 
Vidhya in her work “I do not ask 
for heaven. I beg to be spared 
from living hell. I plead for me 
and fellow tirunangais.”
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Adam Pasha is the first drag queen Bangalore has ever seen. He has gone 
through a lot of trouble and utter humiliations but he remains one of the most 
successful persons in his community. He was the title winner of Super Indian 
Pageant Queen event, which turned into the most beautiful moment of life, held 
in 2009. In 2010, He became the first ever Indian to be crowned as the winner 
of International Super Queen at an event in Thailand. The motto of this mission 
is to motivate people from LGBTQIA and transgender community around the 
globe as they face various discriminations in their society. It helps to up bring 
the social rights and equality of the LGBTQIA community people.
    

Questions answered by Adam:
Q)         Could you tell us something about your family?
Ans.   “I basically don’t have a family right now. I lost my mom in the year 2010; she was the head of 

neurology in Mallaya hospital and Narayana Hridayalaya. I was not close to my dad as I was like 
this, he always wanted a boy and he was never happy with me. In the year 2014, I lost my dad. He 
died because of cancer. I have two sisters, for which there is no trace of one of them and another 
doesn’t talk to me.”

“I was the first Indian to win the 
International Super Queen title, yet I was 

a criminal back home”
                                             – Adam Pasha
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Q)      When did you find that you were differ-
ent from others?

Ans.  So, I was 13 when I found out, that I 
am somebody who is different from my 
friends, my interests, tastes and styles and 
muchmore different from others.

Q)       Did you undergo any surgery when you 
found out you were different?

Ans.  For the time I realised that I am different, 
I couldn’t undergo surgery because I 
was living with  my parents and 
never tried to convince them.

Q)       Who do you identify your-
self as?

Ans.  I identify myself as the first 
“Drag Queen” of Banga-
lore. So yes, I am a Drag 
Queen and 

         I don’t need anymore identifi-
cation.

Q)   What is the biggest misconception 
you want people to get rid off?

Ans.  Basically, I don’t want people to bifurcate 
us! We are people too, we have a heart too, 
and maybe we have something more than 
people look towards us as a friend, not as 
a transgender.

Q)  What has been the hardest part of your 
transition so far?

Ans.  Fast forward to the early 2000s, getting 
laughed at behind my back at workplace 
and being 

          beaten my back in the up in the parking 
           lot were among the scary experiences. In 
          fact I once had my face slammed against a
     glass table, following which I couldn’t come
    out of the house for 2  months due to injuries.
Q) What was your intention of entering 
BBK6? Is there any advantage which would 
have made you win

       Bigg Boss?
Ans. I have never thought of victory in BBK6. 
But I wanted to show society that, people like 
me can  survive in the society too. I have seen 
many victories in life in my career. And it 
doesn’t mean, I don’t want to win. I’ll be okay 
with it, but my intention of entering Bigg Boss 
was not victory.
Q) How did Section 377 affect you?

Ans. “I want to be cuddled”, he said!
         Section 377 was like a curse 

for all those who are differently 
oriented. It was a legal enforce-

ment that had broken many 
people, driven some to 
commit suicide, and had left 
million more homes bro-
ken, including mine. It was 
because of this I was forced 

to leave my country, and 
go live in different land. . If I 

ever settle down with a person 
it would be a person of my choice. I 

was scaredto even broach the idea earlier, 
but now I can. And I am proud that I can do 
this in my own  country now.
Q)  Is there anything you want to make people 
aware of?
Ans. As you girls have your own taste in se-
lection of your partner and as well as the boys 
have their  choice, like the same we people will 
not try for every other boy, we have a choice 
and taste of our own and I don’t want people to 
judge us like that.  

“I 
identify 

myself as the first 
“Drag Queen” of 

Bangalore. So yes, I 
am a Drag Queen.”
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Red it was when I was born
The house was bright and joyous celebrating my 

arrival.
Red it was when their pride highlighted my 

masculinity.
Red it was when my passion for feminity crept in.

Red it was when I fell in love with the boy next 
door.

Red it was with happiness every time
 I dressed like my sister.

Red it was when the fire took over at home,
And as a result, I was thrown out.

Red it was when I was suffering on the roads alone.
Red it was when I was beaten to death by the

 society.
Red it was when I decided to break,

The tradition of my family and the society.
Red it was when I was in the hospital covered

 with blood. 
Now it’s BEYOND RED, 

I have survived the war and cherish womanhood.

BEYOND RED !!
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SANA SUMAN
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Finally, she joined an organisation 
in Bangalore. She started doing 
activists work through which 
she came to know about the laws 
regarding basic rights of an in-
dividual. She approached many 
colleges but none of them gave a 
hand to support her. Ultimately 

with god’s grace in 2014 
Supreme Court gave a 
verdict which recognised 
transgenders as the third 
gender. This was a perfect 
weapon for her to go with 
her education. 
Finally she got admission 
in St. Joseph’s College for 
BA in Journalism. She is a 
role model for her trans-
gender friends to come up 
and strive for their rights. 
Presently, she is a success-
ful individual doing her 
masters in the same col-
lege, a teacher and works 
in an 

organisation. 

Sana Suman is the first 
transgender to get admission 
in one of the esteemed college, 
St Joseph College in 
Bangalore. Born and brought 
up in a conservative Christian 
family she was the third boy 
child. She has an elder 
sister and an elder brother. She 
recognised herself different 
from others. At the age of 10, 
she used to showcase femi-
nine characters by indulging 
in activities such as spending 
more time with her sister and 
mother, applying nail paints 
and lipstick. She had a
 dreadful childhood with
 everyone teasing and mocking 
at her for her feminine char-
acter.  
It was so disturbing for her to 
dress up like a boy and live up 
to her dreams. She couldn’t 
obscure her feminity. Her 
parents neglected her feelings, 
instead wanted her to act like 
a boy and be tough. Amidst all 
these difficulties what stands 
out in her story is that she 
was a very good at her studies 
which she made her strength 
to cope up with the adversities. 
She believes that people have 
a general notion that action 
accompanies when a girl is ha-
rassed whereas it is more diffi-
cult for a boy. Day by day she 
recognised herself more like a 
woman, but couldn’t bear with 
the societal apathy. This posed 
as a problem in her academics 
leading her principal calling 
her parents and complaining 

made her to leave the house. She 
wandered aimlessly and at night 
a man recognised her as having 
feminine characters. The man 
took her to the Chinnaswamy 
stadium and gave 50 rupees for 
having sex. This continued the 
following days. Without having 
any other means of survival 

she was forced to do sex work. 
Gradually this became her 
profession. Finally she was made 
to go to India’s largest red light 
district Sonagachi, Kolkata. For 
about six months. With God’s 
grace, a man helped her to get 
out from there. She managed to 
get onto a train to Bangalore, 
even in the train she was not left 
used- the sweepers, the ticket 
checker harassed her.
The fact that society moulded 
them as a negative character 
should be looked upon as a 
serious issue. There are only 
a handful of organisations for 
supporting them, but they need 
more number of individuals to 
strive in life.

about her. Eventually they came 
to the conclusion that a devil has 
occupied their child. They took 
Sana to the church. The priest 
banged her with the Holy Bible 
on her head. The 12 years old 
child was physically and men-
tally tortured then fainted, the 
priest confirming that the devil 
had left the child. This 
was predominating due to 
unawareness among people 
about transgenders and 
seemed like her parents 
wanted to screen their 
dignity. 
In college too, her friends 
were inquisitive to know 
whether she had breast or 
not.  They used to fondle 
her to examine their doubt 
going through all these 
turmoil she felt very awful. 
There was this feeling of 
chaos inside her. She was 
not able to figure out what 
was going around her. After a 
period of time she came to know 
about the organisation, where 
the transgenders used to unite. 
Gradually the organisation 
nabbed her attention and her 
graph for academics decelerat-
ed. Next step was her parents 
being called and complaining 
to her mother. Since then she 
underwent through more severe 
physical violence and mental 
torture. Even her mother failed 
to understand her feelings. She 
was closed in a room akin to 
being closed in a jail. She even 
thought of committing suicide. 
These were the dreadful days for 
her with complete ignorance. 
At the end, her family indirectly 
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Finally, she joined an organisation 
in Bangalore. She started doing 
activists work through which 
she came to know about the laws 
regarding basic rights of an in-
dividual. She approached many 
colleges but none of them gave a 
hand to support her. Ultimately 

with god’s grace in 2014 
Supreme Court gave a 
verdict which recognised 
transgenders as the third 
gender. This was a perfect 
weapon for her to go with 
her education. 
Finally she got admission 
in St. Joseph’s College for 
BA in Journalism. She is a 
role model for her trans-
gender friends to come up 
and strive for their rights. 
Presently, she is a success-
ful individual doing her 
masters in the same col-
lege, a teacher and works 
in an 

organisation. 

“I believe that
 people have a 

“I believe that people have a 
general notion that action 
accompanies when a girl is 
harassed whereas it is more 
difficult for a boy.”

SANA SUMAN
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Aravan
temple
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Aravan
temple

Most of us find Mahabharata to be a very 

confusing story. This is because Mahabhara-

ta has a lot of characters and each character 

is related to the other by some or the other 

way. As this epic has so many legendary 

characters such as Pandavas, Draupadi, 

Kauravas around whom the story revolves, 

people are not quite familiar with the other 

characters that also have a crucial role in the 

epic.

The story of Lord Aravan can be called one 

of the most tragic tales of Mahabharata 

where he sacrifices himself for the 

greater good. But he does leave a 

lineage before he dies which makes 

him immortal in the history of 

mankind. Aravan was the son of the 

great Mahabharata warrior, Arjuna 

and his wife Ulupi, the Naga princess. 

Aravan is the central God of the cult 

Kuttantavar. Like his father, Aravan 

was a fierce warrior. He participated 

in the Kurukshetra war with his 

father and the other Pandavas. He 

fought bravely and gave himself up 

for a huge sacrifice.

The earliest source of mention regarding 

Aravan is found in Peruntevanar’s Parata 

Venpa, a 9th century Tamil version of 

the Mahabharata. It talks about a special 

sacrificial ritual known as the ‘Kalappali’, 

which means sacrifice to the battlefield. It 

was believed that whoever performs this 

sacrifice ensures victory. In this ritual, the 

most valiant warrior must sacrifice his life in 

front of Goddess Kali in order to ensure the 

victory of his side. Aravan volunteered to 

sacrifice himself in the ritual.

In Parata Venpa, Aravan asks Lord Krishna 

to grant him the boon of a heroic death in 

the battlefield. Aravan is believed to have 

been granted a second boon to see the entire 

18 day war. The third boon is found only 

in the folk rituals. This third boon provides 

Aravan to be married before the sacrifice, 

entitling him to the right of cremation and 

funerary offerings. However, no woman 

wanted to marry him, fearing the inevitable 

doom if widowhood. In the Kuttantavar 

cult version, Krishna solves this dilemma by 

taking on his female form, Mohini, marries 

Aravan and spends that night with him.

The Koovagam version additionally 

relates Krishna’s mourning as a widow 

after Aravan’s sacrifice the next day, after 

which he returns to his original masculine 

form for the duration of the war. Aravanis 

Aravan is known as Kuttantavar in the cult 

which bears his name. Here, the marriage 

of Aravan and Mohini, her widowhood and 

mourning after Aravan’s sacrifice form the 

central theme of an 18 day annual festival 

either side of the night of the full moon in 

the Tamil month of Cittirai. The Alis or the 

Aravanis (transgenders) take part in the 

Koovagam festival by re-enacting the mar-

riage of Aravan and Mohini. It is believed 

that all the Aravanis are married to Aravan 

and hence, when the sacrifice is re-enacted, 

the Aravanis become widows of Aravan and 

mourn his death.

In the Villupuram district of south Indian 

state of Tamil Nadu, there is Koovagam 

village which has a shrine named Aravan 

Temple where the transgenders get married 

to the temple’s deity. In the southern part of 

India, transgenders are popularly known as 

Aravani and hence the divine being of this 

temple is also known as Lord Aravan.

The third gender or hijras were considered 

as divine beings in ancient India, they were 

treated with utmost respect and reverence. 

They were invited to bless children as 

well as couples who were newly wed. 

They were showered with gifts by the 

kings of many nations.
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THINK!

 What    has 

been your response 

when approached for 

money by them?

Haven’t given 

them money till 

date.

Never given 
any money they are being accepted in the society today and they can earn a living in any 

other means.

I will give it because it’s said that their curse is really pow-
erful and they actually curse 

if you don’t give them money.
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 There 
  is a notion that 

some people fake being transgender. What is your 
view ?

At 
times I feel that some people fake, which is not right to do such people should be caught and punished.  

I feel that some 

people fake and there 

has been several cases where 

such people have been caught. It is 

like mocking the transgender and 

strict action should be taken 

against them.

Maybe just 

a few but can’t 

really tell if they are 

faking without a solid 

proof.
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“WHO SAID BEAUTY IS JUST APPLYING MAKEUP,

TO MAKE YOUSELF LOOK BEAUTIFUL”

AMULYA
 CHANDRU
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“BEAUTY CAN BE THIS 

TOO.”

PRIYA

SANA
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It’s not easy to face the world 
when you are constantly being looked
 down upon for your sexuality.
 Almost every other transgender
 person has to face the abusive behaviour
 in the society they live in. To make their 
lives better and to make a mark with this
 identity, they have to take the tough path.
 Unlike all of us, a trangender’s career path
 is not simple and straight, for they have to
 make extra efforts to be accepted in the 
world of ‘commoners’.

YoU 
SHoUlD 
AlSo 
KNow...

Sushant Divgikr is a model, actor, 
singer and video jockey. He 
became famous with ‘Big Boss 
8’. He has recently checked 
into a famous singing reality 
TV show ‘SA RE GA MA PA 
2018’as Rani Ko-He-Noor.  
Rani Ko-HE-Noor is beyond 
only the “fun and funny.” He 
is singing in both male’s and 
female’s voice. Divgikar uses 
his drag alter-ego to underline 
several points about discrimi-
nation, exclusion and bigotry. 
Apparently he has urged people 
not to judge an artist on the 
basis of gender. 

29-year old Mondal became 
the first transgender judge of 
a Lok Adalat from West Ben-
gal, India. She attended office 
as judge of a Lok Adalat at 
Islampur in the North Dina-
jpur, where some of her first 
cases involved the recovery 
of loans made by banks..In 
2010, she was the first Trans 
person from her district to get 
a voter Id. She also started her 
own organisation, Dinajpur 
New Light, which is currently 
reaching out to and helping 
thousands of people in her 
district.  

Sushant Joyita Mondal
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Manabi Bandopadhyay, made history on June 
9, 2015, when she was made the college prin-
cipal at Krishnagar Women’s College in Nadia 
district. She is the first transgender to have 
achieved this feat. Oppressed by her father, 
Manabí, who had just finished schooling, de-
cided to visit a psychiatrist on her own to fight 
the dilemma she faced. Born as Somnath Ba-
nerjee, she had to face a lot of ridicule from not 
only the society, but also her father who was 
extremely conservative. In 2003, she gathered 
enough courage to undergo a sex-change 
operation which cost her whopping Rs 5 lakh at 
that time. Manabi understood the importance 
of education, and focussed all her energies on 
excelling professionally. Despite the constant 
ridicule, she continued to excel at her studies, 
and completed her MA in Bengali. She also 
became the first transgender to complete a PhD 
in West Bengal. Soon, she became a lecturer, 
and was, yet again, the first transgender to do 
so. Manabi started a magazine, Ob-Manab, 
especially made for transgenders, in the year 
1995. She was also briefly married to a man 
who soon started feeling uncomfortable be-
cause of the nosiness of neighbours, and they 
eventually separated. She has an adopted son.

K Prithika Yashini is the first transgender 
woman to be a police officer in India. She 
became the first trans woman sub-inspector 
in Tamil Nadu. Prithika Yashini was born 
and brought up as Pradeep Kumar (a male 
name), the son of a driver-tailor couple 
in Salem, Tamil Nadu. She had a difficult 
childhood where her parents took her to 
temples, doctors, astrologers to ‘set things 
right’. When she was in grade ninth, she 
felt different and didn’t feel like a boy. She 
completed her under graduation in com-
puter applications. In 2011, she ran away to 
Chennai, where she found acceptance and 
support in the transgender community of 
the city. She began her career in Chennai 
working as a warden in a women’s hostel.
[5]Yashini applied for recruitment as a 
sub-inspector of police to the Tamil Nadu 
Uniformed Services Recruitment Board 
(TNUSRB) to fill vacancies for 1087 posts. 
However, her application was rejected as 
being a Trans woman she did not belong 
to any of the two specified categories, 
namely, male or female. Subsequently, she 
challenged the decision of the TNUSRB in 
different courts including the High Court 
of Madras.

Manabi Bandopadhyay K. Prithika Yashini
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1  The transgender commu-
nity faces a higher suicide 
rate.

2  Not all transgender indi-
viduals are gay. The ‘T’ is 
LGBTQ stands for trans-
gender, but they are com-
pletely separate identities.

3 Transition surgery is called 
as Phalloplastics.

4 France is the first west Eu-
ropean country to decrim-
inalise homosexual acts 
between consenting adults.

5 Symbol for transgender: 
the cross on the ‘P’s tail 
refers to the cross on the 
Venus or female symbol 
and the arrow refer to 
the arrow on the mars 
or male symbol, collo-
quially referred as the 
pansexual symbol.

6  Transgender flag: 
the flag represents the 
transgender community 
and consists of five hor-

izontal stripes: two light 
blue, two pink, and one 
white in the centre.

7  In the 1960s Johns Hop-
kins University became 
the first American medical 
centre to offer “sex-reas-
signment surgery’’.

8   On July 10, 2014 Laverne 
Cox made history with her 
role as Sophia Burset in 

              Orange Is the New Black,    
Cox became the first transgender 
person to be nominated for an 
Emmy Award.

9  Kim Petras, a German 
singer and songwriter at 
the age of 16 became the 
youngest person in the 
world to undergo transition.

10  In 1930, Lili Elbe 
a German national 
went through a sex 
reassignment surgery 
that changed her into 
woman. She was the 
first ever-record-
ed individual to go 
through the proce-
dure she died three 
months after her last 
surgery.

F
A
C
T
S
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My lips whispering 
your name 

My throat choaking at the pain of 
you walking  away

My heart is bleeding blue 
Trying to give  you a clue

 Saying don’t youretire, sounds like a satire.
You should know that this agony grows like 

galatial tree  inside me 
It deep rooted affects my annoying anat-

omy.

Friends broken 
by innocent ignorance.

Fettered to my guilt.
Badly want to hammer these rusted 

chains 
Lusted for survival 
But the game ends 

Still I will try to mend and try to extend
And all I do, is look up in the sky

And ask God to send his holy angels 
To meet my little friend and fill his 

heart with the content.

NEVER LOOSE YOUR ANGEL, 
YOU WILL REGRET IT...

ART WORK DONE BY 
SANA SUMAN AND HER 
FRIENDS IN THE
 BASEMENT OF THEIR 
OFFICE (ONDEDE 
TRUST).

-BY SHALU R.
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 therapy is done. After the hormones are 
injected in an individual for a very long 
time he starts undergoing physical changes 
like the development of breast in a male 
and beard in female. But it takes 2 to 3 
years for an individual to transform com-
pletely. It is a long process but the results 
are fruitful to the respective individuals.
“You’re not your gender. You’re not your 
sexuality. You are a human being above all 
else. In the end you aren’t known for your 
gender, you’re known for who you are.”

H
umans are born with 46 chromo-

somes , a person’s sex is determined by 
the X and Y chromosomes. If the 
chromosomal constitution of an
 individual is XX then it is a female and 
if there are both chromosomes XY then 
it is a male. However in some cases an 
individual is born with three 
chromosomes that is XXX, XXY or 
XYY these individuals are known as 
transgenders.
If somebody feels that his/ her nose is 
not pretty, then he might change the 
external morphological condition by 
undergoing a surgery. In the same 
manner when a person is not 
comfortable with his existing gender he 
might want to change it and thus 
undergoes the Sex reassignment 
surgery (SRS)
If the individual is a major (18+), the 
consent of the parents is not mandatory 
however there would be a counselling 
before the surgery. The proportion of an 
individual transforming to a female is 
great more than the otherwise.
The doctors meet 3 to 4 cases willing to 
undergo the surgery every year. After 
the transformation process is complete, 
only a few cases can involve in
 reproduction this is because the 
reproductive organs are not fully
 developed. For this the hormone

“BeINg A tRANSgeNDeR IS Not A DISoRDeR, 
It IS A SItUAtIoN.”

- DR.PANKAJ KUMAR

Dr. Pankaj Kumar is a plastic surgeon who 

has bagged his MBBS degree from Bhagalpur 

University in 2000. Then, he completed his 

MS (Magister Scientiae) in surgery and MCH 

(Magister Chirurgiae) from Patna University. 

He has also done a fellowship in plastic and 

micro surgery from Christian Medical Col-

lege in Ludhiana, Punjab. He owns a private 

hospital known as Srijan Plastic Cosmetic and 

Micro surgery situated in Ranchi, Jharkhand. 

He has performed the sex change operation for 

4 patients in Delhi. He also owns his personal 

departments in some of the esteemed hospitals 

in Ranchi like Medica, Gurunanak hospital 

and Medanta.
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Born as an individual with a gender unspecified.
But still born as an individual with a goal to achieve.

Sudden realization of I am someone else inside hogs me.
Scary life of us as people think makes me vexed.

I am a human with same emotions as you 
But still you treat me as an alien

Is it because I possess something “extra”
For which you give the name “trans”.

Don’t I feel the pain same as you or do you 
Think we are non living objects?

Don’t you breathe the same air like me or
Is there some special air for you?
Don’t I have the right to react or
 Should I be object to play with?

Don’t I have the right to react or should I
Be an object to play with.

Don’t I have the right to education or
 Is it only you who can achieve.

ARE WE NOT HOMOSAPIENS?
-BY NAYANTARA
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My minds holds my own rules, no one can change my 

mind.


